
 

 

Quarterly Scripture 
Focus: 

 
1 Peter 4:10 

 
“Each of you should 
use whatever gift you 
have received to serve 

others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace 

in its various forms.” 
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As this is the last quarter of 2019, I 
thought it beneficial to provide an update of 
the ministry. On a personal level, my 
involvement inside the prison has slowed the 
last few months. Much of my time has been 
spent at Jimmy John’s Field in Utica, due to 
having taken a volunteer position as a 
chaplain with Champion Sports Ministries. 
I’m grateful for those who have picked up my 
slack and also grateful to report that the 
service provided by Message of Hope Jail and 
Prison ministry has not slowed. We praise 
God for this! 

We are proud to report that we now 
have five Next Step Christian Recovery 
programs running inside with a handful of 
volunteers who faithfully showing up week 
after week to share the love of Jesus Christ 
with our friends inside. These programs are 
offered at Macomb Correctional and Carson 
City Correctional to individuals in Level I and 
Level II. Due to the desire and willingness of 
the class members to continue in their 
recovery and spiritual growth, we have 
implemented a Phase II Next Step program at 
both locations. Thanks go out to Ralph, 
Doug, Mel, Rick, Dereck and Merl for 
sacrificing their time and resources to help 
others draw closer to God and find freedom 
from their addictions, compulsions and 
negative behaviors.  

Message of Hope has also 
experienced an influx in correspondence 
course students over the past year. We have 
many amazing volunteers who assist with 
getting these lessons out and reviewing and 
grading the lessons that are returned. As 
requests continue to come in from those who 
desire to deepen their knowledge of God and 
His Word, we could always use more help!  

Our Prayer Warriors have also been 

“Faithful Stewards” by Kyle Murphy  

amazing with the time and love they show 
towards those who share their pray requests 
with us and allow us the opportunity to 
petition God on their behalf.  

We continue to be overwhelmed by 
the support shown to Message of Hope from 
the following congregations: Roseville 
Church of Christ, Evident Church, Bethel 
Christian Church and Troy Church of Christ. 
As the ministry grows, we rely more and 
more on others to join with us in meeting 
the spiritual needs of our friends inside and 
laboring for the Lord.  

We would be remiss if we didn’t 
also make mention of our Card Ministry 
Team. To date, they have sent over 700 cards 
inside this year! With three more months of 
birthdays and Christmas still to come, that 
number will probably be close to double! 
Each card sent is a representation of the love 
God has for the recipient and we are beyond 
grateful to those who serve in this ministry – 
the bulk of which is done by two individuals! 

Again, for each of you who 
graciously and selflessly serves in this 
ministry – thank you! We are grateful that 
God continues to open doors year after year 
(as well as close those that need to be closed) 
and allow us to bring Him glory and lead 
others to Him. In our deepest struggles and 
greatest victories, God is with us and to be 
able to share the hope, comfort and freedom 
found in Jesus Christ with others is such an 
honor and a blessing.  

It is our prayer that you, too, are 
finding ways to share God’s love with others 
and put your talents to use for His glory. We 
are confident you would agree that it is 
always such a blessing to serve – even in the 
difficult times.  
Continued on page 7… 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                             

                   
 
 

 
We are excited to share some pictures from our Baseball Fundraiser that took place over the summer at United Shore  
Professional Baseball League’s Jimmy John’s Field. We want to thank all of you who purchased tickets and came out to  
support Message of Hope and celebrate God’s blessings with us. We were delighted to have sold all 50 tickets!  
 
Below are some pictures from the event and on the next page is a group picture (at least part of the group anyway) taken 
on the field between innings during the game. Thank you again to all who helped to make this a successful event! 
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“Giving My Heart to Christ” 
By Brandon Farnsworth 
Macomb Correctional Facility, New Haven, MI 
 
When I came to prison six years ago, I was a very mean 
person who didn’t care about anything. My mother 
signed me up to do a Bible study. I did one lesson and I 
said that’s not for me. 
 
In August of 2014, I was lying down and this inmate 
came to my cell and said “Can I talk to you about 
God?” I told him I would listen, but I didn’t take it to 
heart. On Sept. 15, 2014, I had a life changing 
experience. I found out that my little brother was shot 
and killed. The next day I didn’t know what to do. 
Something in my heart told me to pray. I prayed and 
gave my heart to Christ. It felt like a one ton boulder 
was lifted off me.  
 
I went to church the next week and the chaplain gave 
me a packet that had an address on it for Bible studies. I 
wrote the Salvation Army Prison Correspondence Study 
Department. I finished the studies in 2015. I then wrote 
Exodus Prison Ministry to get studies from them, too. I 
am currently still doing them. I have also signed up for 
more studies. 
 
I just couldn’t believe that God would save me. But He 
did. My life has been better over the years. I just feel the 
joy of Christ in me. I am happy. 
 
In 2016 my grandmother passed away and I didn’t 
know what to do at the time. I pulled my Bible over and 
read what Job did. I prayed and prayed. Even though I 
know she is gone, I still feel her presence in my heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

“A Long Ways” 
By Amy Black 
Huron Valley Correctional Facility, Ypsilanti, MI 
 
This wait is so long, 
My beating heart so strong. 
The quietness in my mind, 
A way out try to find. 
Do I take the pill 
And choose to stay ill? 
Do I turn quickly away, 
Choose life one more day. 
My fix today is prayer, 
In my eyes are tears. 
Don’t claim to be perfect, 
Just versed in this subject. 
Given the strength to retrieve, 
Love of God to receive. 
Eight years later, I struggle 
Curled up, sleeping I snuggle. 
Surrounded by the extreme contentment 
Of my own peaceful element. 
Never claimed to be innocent, 
Sometimes even a little insolent. 
My goal of freedom prevalent, 
People drop off, that’s subsequent. 
All the years I wept, 
I’m back to myself, well kept. 
God died on the cross, 
So He’s my new boss. 
Amen, amen, amen.  
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“Old to New” 
By Gerord Robinson 
Macomb Correctional Facility, New Haven, MI 
 
I won’t fall nor stumble,  
but stay humble and content.  
I won’t fumble His word,  
but I’ll keep a firm grip,  
pressing toward the goal  
which will save my soul.  
I was tired of my old self  
I didn’t want him no more,  
so I made a decision to change my life  
and I turned straight to the Lord.  
I got on my knees and surrendered  
and told Him to take control,  
because with Him leading me  
I’m going straight to the “gold.”  
With me leading myself  
I was going straight to the “hole.”  
The truth is in me now and I’m letting it be told,  
be a “Message of Hope” and spread the Gospel.  
The old is gone the new become,  
new life in Christ, yes I’m a son. 
Praise God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V4C accepts and publishes works (such as testimonies, lessons, words of 
encouragement, and poems) from individuals currently incarcerated. 
Works may be submitted by mail or through Jpay. A completed Consent 
to Publish must be submitted before any works can be published. 
 
For more information or to become a part of V4C, please mail all 
submissions, consents, and/or requests to be added to our Jpay account 
to:   
 
Voices for Christ, PO Box 221, Washington, Michigan, 48094 
 

“Revelation” 
By William Walker 
Muskegon Correctional Facility, Muskegon, MI 
 
Life is rough, rugged and hard 
Every step I take God is my body guard 
Whether I’m strong or weak 
He encourages me to continue, despite grief 
Unlike a fair weather friend 
Who fluctuates with the wind. 
Controlled by the Spirit, tempted by the flesh 
He revealed the journey that He knows best 
Significantly has something stored for my life 
So embrace the responsibility and sacrifice 
Battling with the principalities in this system 
Transformed my mind so I can see beyond prison 
Always there through the sunshine and rain 
Endured the pain inflicted by the best in His domain. 
Thank you for restoring my soul 
Eyes to see a vision I must shape and mold 
Practicing the supernatural, forgiving those in the past 
Embracing the ridicule 
While the heavenly Father is directing my path 
Just when I discovered the answer 
My mom passed due to breast cancer. 
Man, it’s tough losing family members every day 
But instead of losing sight 
I prostrate on my knees and finally pray. 
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Next Step Christian Recovery is a Christ-centered Twelve Step program devoted to helping its members break the cycle 
of addiction in their lives. We work with anyone with any type of addiction. We believe the Twelve Steps to be the 
practical application of the life-changing principles which are so clearly defined in the Scriptures. The primary tools of 
Next Step Christian Recovery include a Twelve Step Bible-based workbook as well as group meetings where sharing 
with others takes place. Our goal is to grow closer to God each day and learn to trust Him, His Word and His Will for 
our lives. Redeeming, reconciling and restoring lives is God’s purpose and ours.  
 
There is a section at the end of each lesson in our Next Step Christian Recovery workbook for class members to write 
down insights they have gained. Below are some insights shared by Mike Berlanga, a longtime member of the NSCR 
program at Carson City. Our hope is that others can learn more about God, as well as the Next Step program, through 
the insights he shares in this, and future, newsletters.  
 
“Here are my entries from my workbook on Step One and Step Two. I pray that they encourage someone to surrender 
their self-centeredness to our Heavenly Father and choose to follow Him.” 
 
Step One “We admitted we were powerless over ______________, that our lives had become unmanageable.” 
 
I know that blaming others or making excuses (i.e. staying in denial) will ONLY keep me sick and in my addiction. I 
have to be rigorously honest with myself as the program says I have to be. I have to humble myself and admit my 
wrongs. I have to stay away from my pride and self-centeredness. I have to stay away from my drug of choice and the 
lifestyle that goes along with it. I truly admit that I am powerless over drugs and ALL that comes with it, that my life had 
become unmanageable. I choose to surrender all of it to my Heavenly Father so I can be set free from this life of slavery 
to drugs that I have put myself into. 
 
Step Two “We came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.” 
 
I have clearly come to understand that without God as my higher power my life is always going to be insane and out of 
control. As I look back and examine my life it is obvious that every time I try to do things my own way and be my own 
god, I always end up making a huge mess of my life. The truth of all of this is that after going through this step, I have 
come to realize that the gods of my life were drugs, sex and money. They ruled my life and controlled everything that I 
did to get them. It wasn't until I was in the pig pen, starving and completely broken financially, physically, emotionally 
and most of all spiritually that I knew that I needed someone else in my life and that someone else is Jesus. Something 
had to change in my life, I couldn't go on like this. It wasn't until I was truly broken and truly surrendered my life to 
Jesus that I began to experience a sane life. It is ONLY by the power of God that my life is as good as it is today. Just 
like the prodigal son, my life has been restored to me. My Heavenly Father and His Son Jesus Christ have restored me to 
sanity. Through them and the guidance of the Holy Spirit I have been able to see and start to live the life that God has 
always meant for me to live, even while in the middle of serving a 20-year prison sentence. Thank You Father God for 
Your grace and mercy that You showed me by pulling me out of that pig pen of my addictions and sin, when You 
restored me to sanity. In the name of Jesus. Amen 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

…continued from page 1 
In the book of Acts, Luke recorded the following words of the Apostle Paul, “In everything I did, I showed you that by 
this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.’” (Acts 20:35) We truly are more blessed by giving than by receiving. The Apostle Peter had 
something to say about this as well. In his first epistle, we are told that each of us is given a gift to be used for serving 
others. In 1 Peter 4:10-11 we read, “Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the very words of 
God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through 
Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.” 
Again, we are grateful to have been blessed to use our God-given gifts through this ministry and are in awe of the ways in 
which God is working through Message of Hope. We pray you have stepped into your calling as well and are enjoying 
God’s blessings through serving others. For those who might still be searching for ways to put your gift(s) to use, we 
would love to partner with you!  
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If you desire to answer God’s calling in your life to 
carry a message of hope to our friends inside, below 
are some of the ways in which you can partner with 
us and #ServeWithMOH: 

 
 Regular Volunteer – volunteering in a 

classroom setting with our Next Step 
Christian Recovery program 

 Outreach Volunteer – visiting inside in a 
one-on-one setting 

 Correspondence Course Instructor – 
providing lessons through the mail to our 
friends inside 

 Card Ministry – sending out birthday, 
Christmas and Easter cards 

 Prayer Team – praying for our friends 
inside for specific requests they submit 

 Encouragement – writing words of 
encouragement for use with our Social 
Media pages 

 Encouragement – writing words of 
encouragement for use with our Social 
Media pages 

 

After a busy and fun-filled summer, we head into fall 
with two last events planned as of this writing. The first 
is our quarterly newsletter folding party. We will once 
again join together as a family at Bethel Christian 
Church to enjoy a meal together and then fold, address 
and label over 500 newsletters!  
 
This will take place on Sunday, October 6th from 1 – 3 
p.m. If you are reading this newsletter online or 
receiving it via email, there is still time to add this event 
to your calendar and come and lend a hand! We will 
meet at:  
 
Bethel Christian Church 
13200 E. Eleven Mile Road, Warren, MI  48089 
 
We will celebrate Christmas again this year by sending 
cards to our friends inside in Michigan, California, 
Florida, Texas, Missouri, Illinois and Kansas! We’ll 
meet at Evident Church in early December. Check our 
Facebook page for the exact date/time and join us at:  
 
Evident Church 
52101 Gratiot Avenue, Chesterfield, MI  48051 
 

 
 



 

 

Website: 
messageofhope.org 

 
Phone: 

(586) 270-6226 
 

Email: 
info@messageofhope.org 

 

 
Message of Hope Facebook Page: 

facebook.com/messageofhopejailandprisonministry 
 

Voices for Christ Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/voices4christ.org 

 
Voices for Christ website: 

voices4christ.org 
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