
 

 

Quarterly Scripture 
Focus: 

 
Acts 4:12 

 
“And there is salvation 
in no one else; for there 
is no other name under 
heaven that has been 
given among men by 

which we must be 
saved.” 
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It is our goal through Message of 
Hope to be able to lead our friends inside 
to Jesus Christ as well as help those who 
already have a relationship with Him to be 
able to draw even closer to Him.  

Accepting Jesus as Lord and 
Savior is so vital. Paul writes in Romans 
3:23, “for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.” He continues a few 
chapters later and explains, “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 6:23) 

When we recognize this truth, we 
come to understand our need for a Savior. 
The people living in the first century were 
no different. We read in Acts about how 
after Jesus’ crucifixion, Peter and the 
Apostles were preaching in Jerusalem.  
 In Acts 2:36 we read these words 
of Peter, “Therefore let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God made 
Him both Lord and Christ – this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” Other words for 
Christ are Savior or Messiah.   

Following this proclamation that 
Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah, the 
Bible says the people were cut to the heart 
and asked the question, “What must we 
do to be saved?” 

Peter provided an answer to their 
question by responding, “Repent, and 
each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins.” His answer to them still applies to 
us today. It is only through Jesus that we 
can be saved.  

“Jesus Saves” by Kyle Murphy  

Our quarterly scripture verse 
also makes this very clear when it states, 
“There is no other name under heaven 
that has been given among men by 
which we must be saved.” The point is – 
Jesus saves!  

What does this really mean 
though?  

When I think of saved – in 
Christian terms – I think mainly about 
my sins. I have sinned and the Bible 
teaches that the wages of sin is death. 
Jesus sacrificed His life, though, so I 
could live. He saved, or rescued, me 
from death and in Him I can have 
eternal life. That is what I, personally, 
think about when I hear or read the 
word saved. 

I believe many Christians share 
this understanding and accept Jesus as 
their Savior in order to be set free from 
their sins and gain eternal life. We look 
forward to a future reward of heaven.  

In Greek though, there are 
additional concepts at work with that 
word. In Greek, the word is: sozo. This 
term incorporates a much greater depth 
than simply being rescued. The word 
sozo, in its fullest form also means: 
heals, restores, delivers and makes 
whole.  

Think about that. That 
encompasses so much more than just 
being rescued or receiving some future 
gift of eternal life. Knowing we are saved 
most certainly gives us hope for the  
Continued on page 7… 
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“My Life Verse” 
By Joseph Jones 
Newberry Correctional Facility, Newberry, MI 
 
Last month during service the preacher, in the middle of 
his sermon, had to stop because while he was in the Bible 
he came to his “life verse” and wanted to share and 
explain it. That made me think, I wanted to find mine 
and share it. 
 
[Please read 1 Peter 5:6-11] 
 
This is why these verses mean so much to me. I have to 
stay in a humble state of mind, because I am prideful. 
God will lift me up in due time – a reminder to be 
patient. I'm always in a rush, and His time is not mine. At 
times my anxiety goes through the roof and I take it 
personally and try to manage it on my own and not give 
it over to God. Being alert and of sober mind is a 
reminder that I am a recovering addict, and I cannot 
become self-absorbed. To look out for the devil, evil 
spirits and negative people who don't want the best for 
me, and for my own personal demons. To fight them I 
need to live in faith and walk with Jesus. Being reminded 
that I have a family of believers that relate to my 
struggles makes it easier on my walk because at times I 
feel alone and abandoned, or the whole world is out to 
get me, that no one understands what I'm going though. 
I know that I am special – in that I am a believer – but I 
am not a unique snowflake. That Jesus called me to Him, 
and to help others in my ministry of recovery. I lost 
everything to gain everything. That this is my suffering, 
and I take full responsibility for my actions, but God will 
restore me to the person I was and should be. I should 
be strong, firm, and steadfast in the Lord, my ministry, 
my sobriety, my treating all people with respect and 
dignity. 
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“This Book of History” 
By Loren Slough 
Gus Harrison Correctional Facility, Adrian, MI 
 
Clash of the titans,  
can you hear their roar, 
Scars of eternity,  
and all the pain they bore, 
Wonder what they seen,  
that pleased them on this earth, 
Was it the seas, mountains,  
or seeing a virgin give birth, 
Slashes large and small, mark their path, 
Stories of love and death, 
rest with them in the crimson bath, 
Driven to their knees,  
with nowhere else to go, 
No swords or shields can protect them,  
not even the mightiest bow, 
Cracking of timber,  
is what the sky speaks, 
Portraying the pain and death to come,  
within the coming weeks, 
yet One Mortal Being stands,  
to protect the rest, 
Shedding tears, asking why,  
yet gives his very best, 
Life and death claimed,  
that day on that tree, 
Willing to give it all,  
just so the Universe could be free, 
Jesus the Immortal, the Man, the Son, 
Will someday come and ask, 
are you the one, 
Place your bookmark,  
in this life of misery, 
What will you be remembered for,  
in this book of history… 
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“Thirst In Sin, Thirsty No More” 
By Marc Eisbrener 
Macomb Correctional Facility, New Haven, MI  
 
I lay in bed, it’s 8:00 a.m., my fiancé and son since left for school. Ten more minutes, just ten more minutes I tell myself, 
not wanting the day to start for the fear of what it may hold. Is this the day I will be caught? Is this the day my lies get 
discovered? Will my car get repossessed? Will they shut off the lights? The gas? The water? The internet?  
 
So much stress, so much anxiety every time that cell phone rings. Then 5:00 p.m. comes and I breathe a sigh of relief. I 
made it through another work day. The fear mildly subsides for the evening. Thirsty from a day of sin, I pour myself a 
drink, for I know sleep will be difficult without enough alcohol to numb the anxiety. “Just limit yourself to one or two,” 
my fiancé would say, “I don't like you drinking too much.” “No problem,” I lie as I quickly gulp the whole glass down 
and pour another before she notices. Then later, I lay down to sleep, not wanting to close my eyes, fearful that the day 
would come too quickly.  
 
Every day the same routine until the day that dreaded phone call finally comes. I hug and kiss them both and tell them 
goodbye, not realizing it would be the last time I would see them. I can still remember the last image I have of my 
fiancé, one of tears streaming down her face behind sunglasses, uncertain of what the future would now hold.  
 
Four years later, a prisoner in MDOC, I no longer thirst for a numbing form of drink. With my anxiety gone, I am now 
filled with a thirst for all the Lord has to offer me. A thirst that doesn't result in a hangover, but in mercy, knowledge 
and grace. Ezekiel 37:1 says that even the driest bones can come to life upon hearing the good news of Jesus. When my 
bones finally hit rock bottom and I was left with only the pain and anguish of all the hurt I inflicted on my loved ones, I 
knew it was time to welcome Jesus back into my life. It was time to let Him steer.  
 
Life now has new meaning, a new purpose filled with love, patience, selflessness and understanding. I am renewed in my 
spirit and my mind. Alcohol and selfishness no longer have a place in my life. I now go to sleep after quenching my 
thirst with prayer and thanksgiving. I recently heard a great quote, “The worst thing about fear is what it does to you 
when you try to hide it.” Don't hide it, own it and take responsibility for it, or it will bury you deeper and deeper into 
sin. 

V4C accepts and publishes works (such as testimonies, lessons, words of 
encouragement, and poems) from individuals currently incarcerated. Works may be 
submitted by mail or through Jpay. A completed Consent to Publish must be 
submitted before any works can be published. 
 
For more information or to become a part of V4C, please mail all submissions, 
consents, and/or requests to be added to our Jpay account to:   
 
Voices for Christ, PO Box 221, Washington, Michigan, 48094 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
You and your family are invited to join us for an evening of fun, entertainment and baseball at  Jimmy 
John’s Field in Utica, Michigan! 
 

 
Tickets are $35 per person (parking is free!). Proceeds from each ticket sold will benefit Message of Hope! 

 
Included with the cost of each ticket is an All American BBQ Buffet – slow roasted homemade BBQ pulled 

pork, grilled chicken breasts, premium hot dogs, fresh pasta salad, seasonal fruit salad, potato chips and 
assorted cookies. Each guest will receive unlimited Pepsi soft drinks, lemonade, ice tea and water. Adult guests 

will also receive two drink tickets. 
 

In addition, our Group will enjoy the following benefits: 
 

A meet and greet with the USPBL Mascots, group photo on the field, welcome message on the scoreboard, an 
opportunity to hold a 30’ x 60’ flag on the field during the National Anthem, coach chalk talk, player 

autographs and much more! 
 

The ZOOperstars! will be live at Jimmy John’s Field that day! It is guaranteed fun for all ages.  
 

Kids can also play wiffle ball, enjoy the playgournd and even run the bases after the game! 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Message of Hope has already purchased the tickets for this event so please contact us through any of 
the following avenues to order your tickets or make arrangements to purchase (or contact Kyle 
Murphy directly): 
 
Email: info@messageofhope.org 
 
Phone (call or text): 586 292-4254  
 
Facebook: facebook.com/messageofhopejailandprisonministry 
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There is a section at the end of each lesson in our Next Step Christian Recovery workbook for students to write down 
insights they have gained. Mike Berlanga, one of our leaders in the NSCR program at Carson City, has agreed to share 
some of his insights. The hope is that others can learn more about God, as well as the Next Step program, through the 
insights he shares in this, and future, newsletters.  

 
One of the biggest things I need to pay attention to is the times when I want to be God in my life - which is 
anytime that I’m self-centered and wanting what I want despite the cost to anyone else. Or, when I'm lying to 
myself and everyone else when it comes to my many addictions which is, again, me being self-centered. When I 
was sleeping with women, telling them what they wanted to hear (i.e. lying) and then lying some more to my 
wife and myself afterwards. Or lying even more to myself when I was saying there is nothing wrong with taking 
a few extra pills than I was prescribed because my drug of choice was only crack cocaine.  
As time went on, drugs, sex and anger became my God. I did whatever they wanted to keep them in my life. 
After being able to get some clean time, money became my God and I started lying to myself about what I was 
doing for money. For example, I told myself there is nothing wrong with selling weed since my drug of choice was 
crack cocaine. Money gave me the illusion of power and control.  
Things seemed to be good for a while until I went back to my drug of choice. So, the best insight that I've 
gotten from this Introduction section is that if I do not get truly honest with myself I will be just like the man in 
the introduction story. I will continue to be my own worst enemy – in and out of prison. Even worse, I'll be 
stuck in the prison of my addictions for life.  
Today I choose to not be self-centered anymore but to be God-centered and to do what He wants me to do with 
the new life He gave me. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

…continued from page 1 
future – a confident expectation of eternity with God. But, is that hope a strong enough motivator for us to submit to 
Jesus as Lord?  
Going back to Acts 2:36, we read that Peter referred to Jesus as someone other than just Christ (or Savior). He said that 
God make Him both Lord and Christ. That term is referring to Jesus being King, Jesus as Lord of our lives; meaning we 
submit to Him and His will for our lives. We accept Him as King and are obedient.  
That’s the part that I, and I’m guessing many others, struggle with – submitting to Jesus and being obedient to His will and 
His teaching. When we fully realize all He has done for us, though – that He has rescued us, healed us, restored us, 
delivered us and made us complete – it becomes much easier to submit to Him as Lord. It motivates us to try that much 
harder to walk in obedience to His teachings. 
There is so much that can be said about this. The point is, accepting Jesus as our Lord and Savior is so much bigger than 
some distant reward of heaven. When we put our faith in Jesus we can proclaim Jesus saves! (or Jesus sozos!) meaning not 
only does Jesus rescue us, He also heals us, restores us, delivers us and makes us complete!  
If you are reading this and asking the question of, “What must I do to be saved?” The answer is simple: Put your faith in 
Jesus. Accept Him as your Savior.  
And for those who have already accepted Jesus as Savior, I would encourage you to examine yourself to see if you have 
also accepted Him as Lord?  
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If you desire to answer God’s calling in your life to 
carry a message of hope to our friends inside, below 
are some of the ways in which you can partner with us 
and #ServeWithMOH: 

 

 Regular Volunteer – volunteering in a 
classroom setting with our Next Step 
Christian Recovery program 

 Outreach Volunteer – visiting inside in a one-
on-one setting 

 Correspondence Course Instructor – 
providing lessons through the mail to our 
friends inside 

 Card Ministry – sending out birthday, 
Christmas and Easter cards 

 Prayer Team – praying for our friends inside 
for specific requests they submit 

 Encouragement – writing words of 
encouragement for use with our Social Media 
pages 

 Encouragement – writing words of 

We are pleased to announce that we have had an influx 
of requests as of late for our Correspondence Courses 
– many of which have come from Women’s Huron 
Valley Correctional Facility.  
It is encouraging to see so many who are desiring to 
know more about God and His Word. We are grateful 
to be receiving these requests and praise God for it! 
While we were able to find instructors for the first 
couple dozen requests, to date there are 19 additional 
students still awaiting an instructor.  
As of right now, their lessons are being mailed from 
our main office (overseen by one volunteer). We are 
not sure how long one individual will be able to keep 
up with so many students so we would love to be able 
to partner with more brothers and sisters in Christ to 
help.  
If you are interested in getting involved or finding out 
more information about our Correspondence Course 
ministry, please contact us. 

 

 



 

 

Website: 
messageofhope.org 

 
Phone: 

(586) 270-6226 
 

Email: 
info@messageofhope.org 

 

 
Message of Hope Facebook Page: 

facebook.com/messageofhopejailandprisonministry 
 

Voices for Christ website: 
voices4christ.org 
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