
 

 

Quarterly Scripture 
Focus: 

 
Lamentations 3:21-23 

 
“…I call this to mind 
and therefore I have 
hope: Because of the 

LORD’s great love we 
are not consumed, for 
his compassions never 
fail. They are new every 
morning, great is your 

faithfulness.” 
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Happy New Year to all of you! I 
pray it was a safe and enjoyable time of 
celebration and reflection.  

The new year tends to be a time 
in which we set resolutions and imple-
ment changes in our lives. Many of us 
have done just that (and by the time you 
read this some of us may also have 
already discarded some or all of those 
resolutions!)  
 God has also set a resolution, or 
resolved, to act in a certain manner 
towards us. We can rest assured that His 
resolution is one that will be kept though.  

In our quarterly scripture verses 
Jeremiah states so eloquently that God’s 
compassion for us never fails and are new 
every morning. We can start fresh each 
day, resolving to make changes in our 
lives and standing firm in the knowledge 
that God is faithful and His love for us 
never fails.  

The New Living Translation says 
it this way: “His mercies never cease.” 
What an awesome truth to grasp ahold of 
as we spring ahead into this new year. 
Whatever struggle we may be facing or sin 
we have allowed, God still loves us. He 
loves us today and has promised to love 
us tomorrow. Nothing can separate us 
from that love (see Romans 8:38-39). 

I need to be reminded of this 
from time to time. Sometimes I find 
myself placing human standards on God 
and His ability to love me. Due to the fact 
that I just don’t love myself all that much 
at times, or due to the lack of mercy or 

“New Blessings” by Kyle Murphy  

forgiveness shown to me from other 
people, I can allow a thread of doubt to 
creep in and begin to question my 
relationship with God. This thread of 
doubt can lead to me struggling with the 
question or whether or not He could 
really love me the way He says He does.  

There is no room for that doubt 
though! We are reminded by Paul in 
Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His 
own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.”  

There it is! Even in my 
struggles, even in my sin, even in my 
worst of times – Christ was not only 
willing to die for me but He did die for me! 
He died for me, and for you, to reconcile 
us to God. During this new year, we 
must hold tightly to this truth and 
attempt to grasp the wonder of the 
LORD’s great love for us.  
 So, how will you remind 
yourself of this as the busyness of life 
and its responsibilities take hold of your 
thoughts and demand your attention? 
Maybe you could post the quarterly 
scripture verses on your bulletin board, 
bunk, mirror or computer monitor; 
maybe it will be through turning to 
God’s Word on a daily basis; maybe by 
surrounding yourself with other believers 
who will remind you of God’s love; or 
possibly all of the above.  

Another great way to be 
reminded of God’s love is by making a 
conscious effort to reflect it in your life  
Continued on page 7… 
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A big thank you to Evident Church in New Baltimore for allowing us to use their facility for our 3rd Annual Christmas 
Card Assembly Party. We were able to send out over 350 Christmas cards to our friends inside in Missouri, Tennessee, 
California and Michigan. Below are just a few pictures from the event. Thank you to Jen, Judy, Steph, Sarah, Dennis and 
Karen for coming out to help spread CHRISTmas cheer!  
 
For those of you who would like to get involved in our card ministry, please consider joining us in April as we prepare to 
send out Easter cards. Stay tuned to our Facebook page for more information! 
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As always, we have so many people to thank for helping us share a message of hope, comfort and freedom in Jesus 
Christ over the past year. First of all, we thank God for allowing us to serve Him and be co-workers in His service (1 
Corinthians 3:9). A huge thank you to Roseville Church of Christ in Roseville, Michigan for their continued financial 
support of Message of Hope. They have been with us since we began back in 2012!  
Thank you to Ralph, Kyle, Mel and Rick, who go into the prison faithfully each week. We quite literally could not 
provide these programs without your willingness to serve! Thank you to Lisa and Melinda, who oversee our Card 
Ministry, and spend hours each month sending dozens of birthdays cards to each of our friends inside. Thank you to 
those of you who come out – especially Stephanie, Karen, Dennis and Sarah – to fold and stuff hundreds of newsletters 
each quarter and who meet every Easter and Christmas to prepare cards to send inside.    
Thank you to our Correspondence Course instructors, Prayer Team members, and those of you who follow us on 
Facebook. You have instructed, uplifted, and encouraged countless others. Thank you to our financial supporters who 
help us to make ends meet month after month! To our brothers in Christ in Next Step Christian Recovery – we thank 
you for your faithful attendance and for your desire to walk closer with God, and we are especially grateful to those 
willing to facilitate and help others in their efforts.  
It is worth mentioning that none of our board members or volunteers receive any type of monetary compensation for 
their service. They do what they do out of their love for God and we are eternally thank for them!  

 

 

In the New Year we are seeking new volunteers for our Next Step Christian Recovery program. We have classes already 
established at Macomb Correctional Facility (MRF) on Mondays from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. and Carson City Correctional 
(DRF) on Thursdays from 5:45 – 7:30 p.m. We use a workbook as our curriculum so it is very simple to facilitate.  
At MRF, we are looking for 2-3 individuals willing to commit to going in on a weekly basis. At DRF we really just need 
individuals willing to show up and encourage the men with your presence as you are able. An orientation is required with 
the Institutional Chaplain (one of our current volunteers will accompany you) where a lien clearance is completed. Once 
cleared, someone will accompany you until you or your team until you are comfortable enough with facilitating on your 
own.  
At DRF, the men already run the program completely on their own and really just need someone to visit as often as they 
can (maybe monthly or bi-weekly) to encourage them and witness the growth that is occurring within the group. Please 
pray about this and call or text us at (586) 270-6226 for more information! 
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Voices for Christ 
PO Box 221 

Washington Township, MI 48094 
 

An excerpt from “Trust in God” 
By Walter Bass 
Muskegon Correctional Facility, Muskegon, MI 
 
Trusting and believing in God’s plan despite our 
circumstances can be easier said than done. When we 
are faced with difficult problems and survival is 
sometimes unimaginable, it is hard to trust that God 
will see us through it. Trusting and believing in God’s 
plan simply requires us to have faith. Faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the confidence in what 
we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.  
 
Jesus said in Matthew 17:20 that if you had faith the size 
of a mustard seed, you could say to this mountain move 
from here to there, and it would move. Nothing would 
be impossible to you. What mountains are you facing in 
your life? What problems or circumstances seem so 
huge that you see no way around them or over them? 
Don’t just stand there looking at the mountain, by the 
faith in Jesus given to you, remove that mountain.  
 
In order for us to trust and believe in God’s plan, we 
have to remove that mountain of doubt, depression, 
uncertainty, [even] our own understanding and allow 
God to give us HIS plan. 

“Thank You” 
By Ronnie Travis 
Bellamy Creek Correctional Facility, Ionia, MI 
 
Thank you Heavenly Father, 
For awakening me each day, 
Desiring Your will be done, 
As you lead me on my way. 
Thanks for your Son Jesus, 
Who paid the ultimate price, 
Carried the cross for my sin, 
Then He laid down His life. 
Even as I walked in sin, 
You never gave up on me, 
You looked beyond my faults, 
Lord because you saw my need. 
Thank you for my health, 
And for the use of my limbs, 
For all the times You stepped in, 
When my whole life seemed dim. 
Thank you Lord for all things, 
For both bad and the good, 
Thanks for coming in my life, 
So I can live the life I should. 
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Voices for Christ is dedicated to the Christian voices behind the narrow windows of prison and exists to provide an 
opportunity to communicate with the world and tell the story of how Christ has changed your heart and life. It is the 
message of hope, comfort and freedom found in a relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 
Voices for Christ only accepts and publishes works received from individuals currently incarcerated. All works must 
include full name and i.d. number as well as facility. If you do not want your full name to appear on the website please 
indicate upon submission, otherwise this information will be listed for any works that are approved for publication. The 
main body of the written submission may not be greater than 5,000 characters including spaces. A completed Consent 
to Publish must be submitted before any works can be published. Consent forms will be kept on file in order to save on 
postage for those wishing to submit additional works.  
 
The following works, to name a few, will be accepted: 

 Testimonies 
 Lessons 
 Words of encouragement 
 Poems 

 
Before inclusion on the website, all works will be reviewed to ensure they meet a minimum biblical standard. Voices for 
Christ reserves the right to reject submitted material following a committee review. Voices for Christ also reserves the 
right to edit any submissions for typographical errors. The anticipated time for works to be approved and uploaded to 
the website is 4-6 weeks.  
 
In addition to maintaining biblical accuracy, Voices for Christ has established the following criteria: 

 Must promote Jesus Christ, not a religion or denomination 
 Must not contain any offensive language 
 Must not be divisive or argumentative 
 Must be original material (plagiarism is not acceptable) 

 
 
Please mail all correspondence to our NEW MAILING ADDRESS at:  

 

 

 

 
Voices for Christ 
PO Box 221 
Washington Township, MI 48094 
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Pictured below are just a few of the hundred or so volunteers who 
attended the December 2018 “One Day With God” camp at Macomb 
Correctional.  
 
Members from churches throughout the Metro-Detroit area and across 
the State of Michigan came out to serve. Living Word Fellowship 
Church, Bethel Christian Church, Evident Church, Grace United 
Methodist, and NorthRidge Church are just a few that are represented 
by the loving volunteers pictured here.  
 
It is always amazing to see brothers and sisters in Christ unite from so 
many different Christian traditions to shine God’s light and help dads 
and children be reconciled to one another and to Him.  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

…continued from page 1 
by sharing the same love with others. You could lend an ear to someone who is hurting, show compassion to someone in 
need, get involved in a ministry or organization (we could help you with that!), or offer mercy and forgiveness to someone 
who has erred. Whatever you decide to do in an effort to be reminded daily of God’s love, stick with it!  
Here’s to an exciting and wonderful 2019 – a year in which we are promised new compassion/mercies from God every 
morning. Praise God!  
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If you desire to answer God’s calling in your life to 
carry a message of hope to our friends inside in 
2019, below are just some of the ways in which you 
can partner with us and #ServeWithMOH: 

 
 Regular Volunteer – volunteering in a 

classroom setting with our Next Step 
Christian Recovery program 

 Outreach Volunteer – visiting inside in a 
one-on-one setting 

 Correspondence Course Instructor – 
providing lessons through the mail to our 
friends inside 

 Card Ministry – sending out birthday, 
Christmas and cards of encouragement  

 Prayer Team – praying for our friends 
inside for specific requests they submit 

 Encouragement – writing words of 

As for upcoming events in 2019, Evident Church 
contacted us about something they do called “Love 
Week.” The church has an outreach opportunity every 
day of the week for the congregation to participate in 
and have offered to bless Message of Hope on one of 
those evenings!  
We’ll be sending birthday cards as well as completing 
other tasks that will assist in the day-to-day operations 
of the ministry. This will be in mid-February so stay 
tuned if you would like to be involved!  
  
Also, we will meet in early April for our next newsletter 
folding party and again in mid-April to sign, stuff and 
seal a few hundred or so Easter cards! 
 

As always, we would love you to partner with your 
congregation in sharing God’s love with others, so 
please contact us with any ideas you may have of ways 
in which we can work together 

 

Next Step Christian Recovery:   
Total Attendance = 2750  
# of Certificates Granted = 163 
 

Card Ministry: 
# of Cards Sent = 969 
 

Expenses: 
Total = $12,190.00 
Postage = $3,257.89 
Printing = $721.55 
Workbooks = $2,075.99 

    Correspondence Courses: 
    # of Instructors = 15  
    # of Students = 48 
    # of Lessons Sent = 413 
    # of Certificates Granted = 36 

 

 



 

 

Website: 
messageofhope.org 

 
Phone: 

(586) 270-6226 
 

Email: 
info@messageofhope.org 

 

 
Message of Hope Facebook Page: 

facebook.com/messageofhopejailandprisonministry 
 

Voices for Christ Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/voices4christ.org 

 
Voices for Christ website: 

voices4christ.org 
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