
 

 

Quarterly Scripture 
Focus: 

 
2 Corinthians 4:18 

 
“So we fix our eyes not 
on what is seen, but on 
what is unseen, since 

what is seen is 
temporary, but what is 

unseen is eternal.” 
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I was working on a particular 
message to share with you this quarter 
that I thought would be uplifting and 
encouraging, but have opted instead to 
share something that has been on my 
heart and mind as of late. While lessons 
can be beneficial, there can also be great 
power in our testimonies. So, here we go.  

I've had my struggles over these 
last several months, many of a personal 
nature and many which are ministry-
related. This probably isn’t the best venue 
for discussing the personal struggles so I 
will do my best to stick to those that are 
ministry-related. My hope is that my 
struggles and shortcomings can be turned 
into something good by helping you to 
recognize and avoid the trap that was set 
before me.  

One of the struggles we have 
faced within the ministry is in regard to 
the multiple changes with the mail policy 
over the last few months. These policy 
changes have cost Message of Hope a 
great amount of time, money and effort. 
It remains a struggle as not every facility 
interprets the policies in the same way, 
which costs us even more time, money 
and effort to fall in line with what they 
ask of us.  

Another struggle is in regard to 
our Next Step Christian Recovery 
program. Due to policy changes at one 
facility in particular, we are no longer able 
to offer the program at all. At another 
facility, we have faced multiple issues in 
regard to getting the curriculum and class 

“Distractions, Distortions & Discouragement” by Kyle Murphy 

materials in, which has caused numerous 
problems and added a great deal of stress 
to our volunteers who are trying to keep 
the program running smoothly.  

In addition, we were hopeful to 
be announcing the start of 2-3 additional 
programs but that has not come to 
fruition at this point. Besides these 
struggles, are many other minor issues 
that more or less just cause frustration 
overall.  

Policy changes are a part of the 
environment and are necessary to ensure 
the safety of all as well as address 
specific concerns that have occurred. 
Realizing this fact does not alleviate the 
stress and frustration that result when 
these changes come about though.  

In all honesty, over the past six 
years there have been times when I've 
reached exhaustion and felt like giving 
up or taking a break. This is not 
uncommon in ministry. In fact, just 
recently, Jeremiah Upshur of 
Peacemakers International in Detroit 
Michigan shared a similar sentiment at a 
church service he was leading in which I 
was in attendance (thank you Jeremiah 
for your honesty and transparency).  

Over these last few months 
though the exhaustion has turned into 
mounting frustration where I have 
honestly wondered – at times – if it was 
time to call it quits. The ever increasing 
mountain of opposition and struggles 
just seemed to keep growing.  
Continued on page 7… 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                                             

                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Message of  Hope Jail and Prison Ministry 

 

Message of Hope recently hosted a night of celebration to show our appreciation to our volunteers. We invited them to 
join us for the opening day viewing of a Christian movie at Emagine Theatre. It was a wonderful evening of Christian 
fellowship. Along with their movie ticket, each volunteer received a “goody bag” containing a Message of Hope sticker 
magnet and a magnetic chip clip.  
This small token of appreciation and our expression of thanks to our volunteers in no way compares to all they give to 
this ministry and to our friends inside. These individuals have taken the words of Jesus found in Acts 20:35, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive,” quite literally as they give generously of their time, money and hearts. They endure the 
stress, frustration and heartache that often comes with this type of ministry yet continue to push forward for the glory of 
God.  
We ask that you please lift up our volunteers in your prayers, thanking God for their commitment and faithfulness. 
Please ask His blessing on them as they continue to share a message of hope, comfort and freedom in Jesus Christ with 
our friends inside.  
 
 

Pictured below are some of those who were in attendance. 
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This section of our newsletter, “From the Outside,” is for highlighting the struggles and victories of our friends inside as 
they transition back into the community. It is reserved for the writings of Christian brothers and sisters who have been 
released and are eager to share with those who are still inside. Please contact us if you are interested in providing advice, 
encourage-ment and hope to those who are preparing to join us on this side of the walls. This quarter’s message is 
brought to us by Kenneth Altenbach. 

 
“And What A Transition It Was!” 

 
Hi, my name is Ken. The transition I am referring to is the time of my release after serving 24 ½ years in the Michigan 
Penal System! 
I recall with vivid clarity sitting in the waiting room awaiting my release wondering and worrying about where I was 
going to go and how I was going to support myself. By the providence of God I ended up in a transitional house where 
I was afforded “three hots and a cot” and a roof over my head! During the 11 months I was there, I had the opportunity 
to save money from my social security which enabled me to prepare myself towards total independence where I now 
have my own four-room apartment.  
My friendship with a Godsend while on the inside continues today as does my faith in God who made all of this 
possible. 
I was led to a Bible-believing, God-fearing church whose congregation accepted me without question even after they 
learned about my background. Need proof? If you happened to have the Message of Hope Jail and Prison Newsletter, 
Vol. 6, Issue 1 (January 2018) check out the bottom of page 6. That’s me getting dunked in the “tank of new life” and 
standing next to my very good friend, Kyle!! By the way, I am about to turn 74. If God can do it for me, He surely can 
do it for you if only you ask, believing. God bless and keep you. 

More information will be forthcoming in our next 
quarterly newsletter, but we wanted to make mention 
of a new correspondence course Message of Hope is 
offering entitled, “Redefining Addiction.” It consists 
of eight lessons and was written by one of our 
volunteers.  
Any of our friends inside who are interested in finding 
out more information or enrolling in the course please 
contact us! 

Our Next Step Christian Recovery programs at Macomb 
Correctional and Carson City Correctional continue to 
be a blessing to all involved. We are grateful for the class 
members, servant leaders and volunteers who keep the 
program moving forward.  
We ask for your prayers as we work with administration 
at two facilities in the hopes of adding additional 
programs.  
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“Let Us Adore Him” By Terri Reese-Green, Huron Valley Correctional Facility, Ypsilanti, MI 
 
Jesus, the anointed one, is the first risen from the dead. In Rev. 22:16 it says, “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify unto you these 
things in the churches. I am the root and offspring of David, the bright and morning star.” Jesus is both David’s root and his 
descendant (offspring). As the creator of all, He existed long before David. As a human, however, He was one of David’s direct 
descendants (Isaiah 11:1-5; Matt. 1:1-17). As the Messiah, He is the bright and morning star, the light of salvation to all. Rev. 22:17 
says, “And the spirit and the bride say ‘come’ and let him that heareth say ‘come’ and whosoever will let him come and whosoever 
will let him take of the water of life freely” (John 7:37-39). The most important thing about My Savior is that He came to give life 
and give it more abundantly. Receive His wonderful gift today. You will never be the same. He was born of a virgin and dies and 
rose for you and me. He does not build walls. 

 

“Walls” 
By Jennifer Avery 
Huron Valley Correctional Facility, Ypsilanti, Michigan 
 
These walls I've built have kept me from going back to the 
same place I have been trapped between life inside and the 
life that has stored guilt, pain, and some other names in 
which consume my space.  
 
Many of these walls I never allow a crack of light through as I 
am still broken into pieces of fear and I often wondered will I 
ever allow these walls to break? Do I keep adding concrete 
and plaster these barriers to allow the consumption of such 
darkness? 
 
I have found the light and although after years of trying to 
understand His plan, I allow His light into the cracks of my 
walls. I listen and allow myself to express the darkness in a 
way that helps the pain disintegrate into the rubble from walls 
breaking down. 
 
I haven't simply just found Jesus, I have been consumed by 
Him. I have allowed Him to take place inside the walls of the 
pain I have seen and He understands my wanting not to 
leave.... 
 
But He encourages me and builds my strength through His 
Word and as the walls slowly begin to fade...I find my breath 
and praise His name...leaving the walls within. 

 

 

 

 

“Thank You God” 
By Eric Martin 
Lakeland Correctional Facility, Lakeland, MI 
 
The director of spiritual movement 
The realm of love to its highest improvements 
The God that attaches us together after ruins 
The God that never loses. 
The creator of smiles, the creator of light, 
The maker of crowds, the maker of right, 
Praises and prayers ascend to the giver of life. 
Thanking you travels me calm, 
knowing that GOD carries my palms, 
Throughout these bunks and cells, 
To something higher than myself, 
This Thankfulness can’t be taught, it’s only felt, 
And God knows it’s genuine when you humble yourself. 
How can I show pure appreciation? 
Because what’s in me you created, 
Proud and arrogance faded, 
As humility embraces, 
Only brings me closer to your graces, 
Was a lost and hasty child amongst tasteless, 
Now I’m found and patient, discovering your greatness. 
Oh God the light you bring to this jail cell, 
Is a farewell, to the problem pressures, therefore I exhale, 
knowing the strength that’s invigorating this young male, 
Is causing joyful chills, 
To the Christians in these penitentiary fields. 
I’m weak, I’m strong, 
I’m whatever you allow me to put on, 
I’m just trying to say thank you God, it’s where these words 
belong, 
Worshiping you as you bless and aid man, 
And with that, In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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“Faith of a Mustard Seed” 
By Todd Ender 
Oaks Correctional Facility, Manistee, MI 
 
I have the faith of a mustard seed. I believe with all that 
faith Lord you can give me a miracle. 
Because I have seen it many times before. 
Through good times and bad, you have been there. 
All I need is that faith of a mustard seed to see a miracle 
come true. 
Though I’m not perfect you will overlook it, as long I 
have enough faith of a mustard seed. 

 

“I’m Here To Stay” 
By Matthew Nawrocki 
Newberry Correctional Facility, Newberry, MI 
 
A flood of emotions 
From wasted anticipation 
It’s hard to stay still 
When my mind keeps racin’ 
But be still I will 
Because what choice do I have 
I know You’re in control 
And I trust Your good plan 
I know it’s perfect for me 
And You won’t let me down 
Even if that means the pain 
Of goin’ another round 
It’s Your will or bust 
Mine was no good 
If You can take this cup, please 
But if not it’s all good 
I’ll stand tall and be firm 
Because the testing produces 
It bears fruit that remains 
If I don’t make excuses 
So I’ll brush off my shoulders 
And wash off my face 
And wear a joyous smile 
Cuz I’m caught in Your grace 
So I just thank You, Jesus 
Because You saved my life 
I was stumblin’ in the darkness 
But You gave me Your light 
So thank You, thank you, thank you 
Is all I really can say 
No matter what may come against me  
Know that I’m here to stay…and this is what I pray 
 

 

 

V4C accepts and publishes works (such as testimonies, lessons, words of encouragement, and 
poems) from individuals currently behind the narrow windows of prison. Works may be 
submitted by mail or through Jpay. A completed Consent to Publish must be submitted before 
any works can be published. 
 
For more information or to become a part of V4C, please mail (or email) all submissions, 
consents, and/or requests to be added to our Jpay account to:   
 
Voices for Christ, PO Box 381054, Clinton Township, Michigan, 48038 
 

“Unanswered Prayers” 
By Joseph Jones 
Ojibway Correctional Facility, Marenisco, MI 
 
Garth Brooks has a country song “Unanswered Prayers,” 
but do we thank God for the answered ones (besides right 
away), and/or move on to the next request? 
 
Being in a 12-step recovery program I enjoy step 10, daily 
inventory. I have added another part to my recovery plan. 
I now think of old prayers and blessings, and re-give 
thanks and honor to God. 
 
I believe this keeps me in a place of humbleness and 
thanksgiving. For me this has been a huge change. I was a 
user, abuser, and offender. My old choice was to take.  
 
Now I choose to give. With this new lifestyle I’m happier, 
healthier, and more confident. Please try it. 
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We shared a wonderful time of Christian fellowship at our 2nd Annual Easter Card Assembly Party (check out our 
Facebook page for additional pictures)! More than a dozen volunteers gathered for a couple hours on the afternoon of 
Palm Sunday with a goal of sharing God’s love with our friends inside. We had a great time preparing nearly 300 Easter 
cards for our friends throughout Michigan as well as Tennessee, Kansas, California and Missouri! 
 

                                              
 
Easter is a time when we celebrate hope and on Resurrection Sunday we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ! The empty tomb and resurrected Christ provide us with the hope of forgivness; the hope of 
freedom; the hope of restoration; and, the hope of salvation! It is our prayer the cards that were prepared and mailed to 
our friends inside will instill this same hope in each individual who receives it. Thank you to all who came out to serve. 
God was truly glorified!    

 

Message of Hope recently 
acquired some fun and exciting 
sticker magnets!  
 
If you’d like one to display on 
your vehicle, fridge, toolbox, 
locker, etc. let us know! Anyone 
donating $10 or more can receive 
one for free!! 
 
Message of Hope is a tax-exempt, 
non-profit organization. All 
donations are 100% tax-deductible 
as provided by law of section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

…continued from page 1 
That's how the enemy works. He discourages, distorts and distracts us in the hopes that he will draw us away from God. 
He knows that when we are operating under our own strength we can only fight against these things for so long before we 
break. In addition to drawing us away from God, he also desires to disrupt and render us ineffective in ministry so that we 
will stop leading others to God. The enemy knows that if he can get us to shift our focus away from Jesus Christ he can be 
successful in this. His success is all the more likely when we buy into his lies, forgetting that God offers us grace and 
forgiveness – that our shortcomings and/or sin do not disqualify us from sharing the love of God and the good news of 
Jesus Christ with others.  
There is no denying that the enemy has been on the attack as of late, but I refuse to let him win! I firmly believe that Jesus 
Christ has already given us victory. When I refocus my sight on Him, Jesus reminds me that all the struggles I am facing, 
and the frustration those involved with Message of Hope are enduring, are merely earthly and temporary things. The Holy 
Spirit also brings to my remembrance Paul’s admonition in Colossians 3:2 when he wrote: “Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things.”  
In our quarterly scripture verse, Paul again discusses this concept. He encourages us to fix our eyes on the unseen things of 
God rather than what is temporary. When I put this into practice, the enemy has nothing left in his arsenal. My thoughts of 
calling it quits disintegrate and his attempts to discourage, distort and distract me are rendered ineffective (rather than my 
service to God). In fixing my eyes on what is unseen, I see how God continues to move and draw people to Himself. I see 
God reconciling and restoring individuals and families. I see the tremendous mercy, grace and love God pours out on me 
and on all His creation. I see the many ways in which God continues to bless this ministry and everyone involved with 
Message of Hope.  
Regardless of the frustration or struggles we face, the seemingly unsurpassable mountains we are confronted with, the 
discouragement, distortion or distraction the enemy attempts to use against us – when we fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 
and perfecter of faith (Hebrews 12:2) we are able to “not grow weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12:3).  
For those of you who may be struggling or who feel overwhelmed, for those who are frustrated or thinking of giving up, I 
would encourage you to join me in fixing our eyes on what is unseen…because what is unseen is eternal! God bless you all. 
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We are actively seeking individuals who would be 
willing to commit to lifting up in prayer the requests of 
our friends inside and their loved ones. This is a safe 
and anonymous way to get involved with Message of 
Hope.  
The way it works is, prayer requests are shared with our 
volunteers who then notify the ministry or requests are 
emailed to Message of Hope at 
prayingforyou@messageofhope.org or via Jpay or 
regular mail.  
Once received, the requests are sent via email from 
Message of Hope to members of our Prayer Team so 
that they can pray over the requests according to their 
own schedules.  

Areas of service include: 
 

 Regular Volunteer – volunteering in a 
classroom setting with our Next Step Christian 
Recovery program 

 Outreach Volunteer – visiting inside in a one-
on-one setting 

 Correspondence Course Instructor – providing 
lessons through the mail to our friends inside 

 Card Ministry – sending out birthday, 
Christmas and cards of encouragement  

 Prayer Team – praying for our friends inside 
for specific requests they submit 

 

 
 



 

 

Website: 
messageofhope.org 

 
Phone: 

(586) 270-6226 
 

Email: 
info@messageofhope.org 

 
 

Message of Hope Instagram Page:  
instagram.com/mohjailandprisonministry 

 
Message of Hope Facebook Page: 

facebook.com/messageofhopejailandprisonministry 
 

Voices for Christ Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/voices4christ.org 

 
Voices for Christ website: 

voices4christ.org 
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