
 

 

Quarterly Scripture 
Focus: 

 
Ephesians 2:15-16 

 
“His purpose was to 
create in himself one 
new humanity out of 
the two, thus making 

peace, and in one body 
to reconcile both of 

them to God through 
the cross, by which he 

put to death their 
hostility.” 
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With the New Year upon us, a 
discussion of something new seems 
fitting. When I consider what the Bible 
has to say about “new things,” the first 
thing that comes to my mind (and 
possibly many of yours) is Paul’s words to 
the Corinthian church when he discusses 
how those who are in Jesus Christ are a 
new creation.  

I would like us to think about 
something else, though, that becomes 
new in Christ – or at least should. For 
those of us who are in Christ, we are part 
of a new humanity – the church.  

Especially in our society, one that 
is largely individualistic and in which 
many (both in and out of the church) are 
focused on our own personal freedoms, it 
is easy to get caught up with focusing only 
on ourselves (i.e. me, as a new creation). 
But, it is important that we not lose sight 
of the corporate reality of being in Christ. 
It is not only us who are transformed and 
made new; the church is also supposed to 
be a new creation.  

God makes us new, but it is us 
who bring about this new humanity 
within the church. That is part of the 
intended purpose and design for the 
church. As our quarterly scripture verse 
points out, we are to put to death our 
hostility and make peace, becoming one 
new humanity.  

I was recently reading an article 
about Ephesians in which the author 
discussed this very thing. He stated, “God 
is creating something entirely new, not 

“A New Humanity” by Kyle Murphy  

just a new life for individuals but a new 
corporate humanity: the church. This 
magnificent vision portrays the 
reconciliation of an alienated and 
fractured humanity. The reconciled new 
humanity has new standards. Paul urges 
his readers ‘to live a life worthy of their 
calling.’ The exhortation serves as a 
major transition in the letter as it moves 
from the church’s credenda to the 
church’s agenda. Paul insists their earthly 
behavior should be worthy of their 
divine calling.” 

That is something we should be 
asking of ourselves. Is our behavior – 
both in and out of the church – worthy 
of the divine calling God placed on our 
lives? The book of Ephesians is a great 
place to start when attempting to answer 
this question. The first half (chapters 1 – 
3) focuses especially on the nature and 
purpose of the church and the second 
half of the letter displays the practical 
implications of this calling.  

When applying to ourselves 
what is learned through studying the 
Ephesian letter, I believe many will come 
to the unfortunate conclusion that their 
behavior within the church is 
inconsistent with that calling. Rather 
than creating a new humanity – one 
body free from hostility – we, as the 
church, are often guilty of judging our 
fellow brothers and sisters harshly. Some 
of us get caught up with focusing on our 
own wants and desires rather than those 
Continued on page 7… 
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Message of Hope was excited to host our 2nd Annual Christmas Card Assembly Party recently. Macomb Christian Church 

blessed us with a space to be able to come together and prepare cards for 235 of our friends inside! A huge Thank You to 

those wonderful volunteers who donated their Sunday afternoon in order to share the love of Jesus Christ with others and 

remind them that they are most certainly loved by God and us. Check out our Facebook page for more pictures! 
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This section of our newsletter, “From the Outside,” is for highlighting the struggles and victories of our friends inside 
as they transition back into the community. It is reserved for the writings of Christian brothers and sisters who have 
been released and are eager to share with those who are still inside. Please contact us if you are interested in providing 
advice, encouragement and hope to those who are preparing to join us on this side of the walls. This quarter’s message 
is brought to us by Bob Perron. 
 

“Victory in Jesus” 
 
To all my brothers and sisters on the inside…There is HOPE! You are going to hear that there are no jobs, housing is 
hard to come by, parole officers make up rules that are too hard to follow, and all kinds of other lies.  These things are 
not true. 
 
I came out on parole on June 2, 2016 after 13½ years in prison.  By June 11th I had a job, by June 24th I had my 
driver's license back, by August 12th I had a car (a 2001 Ford Escape; no need for fancy – buy used), and I started to 
save up money every check.  I am happy to tell you that in August of 2017, at the age of 43, I bought my first house 
ever.  
 
How did I do all of this coming straight out of prison?  First and foremost, I keep God first in my life.  Yes, I planned, 
prepared, and got ready before I left prison, but 90 percent of my preparation was prayer. I knew I was going to Grand 
Rapids, so I started contacting local churches in the area.  Some wrote back, some did not.  I then started researching 
jobs and writing everyone I could to see if they were willing to hire felons (nope, the job I received was not one of these 
people I wrote, God had other plans for me).  I stayed in contact with anyone who would write (there were not many, 
so don't be discouraged if no one writes you.  Out of 100 letters that I sent, I received 2 to 3 responses).  This is not 
about the contacts; it is about being mentally prepared.  I am not in contact with those people who wrote me anymore, 
but it helped me to have a mindset of getting out.  
 
When I received my parole, I looked around for job fairs.  That is where my job came from.  I stayed in constant 
contact with my parole agent and let him know everything I was doing before I did it.  That made him part of my plans.  
I went to a couple churches before I found my home church.  Once you find a home church, get plugged in.  My pastor 
knows my past, yet I am an usher and I greet people at the door and pass out bulletins. We have Wednesday Bible 
study, Sunday Bible study before the first service and a Sunday evening service, I go to it all.  The church is home.  Use 
the body of believers to strengthen you and guide you along your way. 
 
You may say you have no envelopes to write anyone, nor any addresses to write, that is okay.  Get prepared mentally.  
Make lists of things you need to do.  “See your agent, look for a job, look for a home church, get plugged in 
somewhere...” Just make lists of everything you need to do and go over the lists often. Pray over your lists often, and 
bring everything to God.  Bringing things to God before you do them is the best way to make sure you are in His will 
for your life.  Let God guide you on your journey and everything will be okay.  It is not going to be easy, but if you are 
prepared for it and prayed up, things will seem to move forward as you take one step at a time. 
 
I love you all and I am praying for you always. 
 
In His service, 
Bob P. 
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An Excerpt from “Do You Feel the Love?” 
By Carl Nunnery 

Farmington Correctional Center, Farmington, Missouri 
 

One thing that is for certain is that we all have “hurts.” What would you say if I told you there is a pain that can affect your heart? 
Make no mistake about it, the pain you feel from this hurt is very real and very serious. One thing that affects and hurts the heart is 
that feeling of being unloved. It is a silent pain that is not seen, but is carried by the bearer of it. What happens to the person when 
they are not either told or feel unloved? They can feel forgotten, disliked or shunned. My point is this, tell somebody you love 
them. Show somebody you love them. It can mean so much and it can make a huge difference in their lives. John 3:16 says "for 
God so loved the world He sent his only Son." By God showing his love for us, he changed a multitude of people's lives. Can you 
imagine where we would be had God not told us or shown us how much he loves us? Shouldn't we reflect that same love to 
others? God has given each of us the power to love. This power can mend broken hearts and fill them with love. Use this power 
to God's glory by sharing it with others. 

 

“The Letter” 
By Raymond Carr, 

Lakeland Correctional Facility, Coldwater, MI 
 

Let me tell you about a letter I wrote, that will be with me for 
the rest of my life. Some time ago, I wrote a letter to my 

grandfather, but I never got a chance to send it to him. You 
see, I took my time, dragged my feet, I thought I would have 

plenty of time to send this letter. 
 
Then, one day my grandfather went into the hospital to never 
come home. He passed away. I know my grandfather went to 
heaven to be with our Heavenly Father. But, I'm holding this 
letter to him, with my thoughts and love that was to be 
received by him. I took tomorrow for granted. I thought I 
had time. I thought I had tomorrow, but all I had was today.  
 
We think time is going to stand still for us. We must, because 
we think we have all the time in the world, to do what it is 
that we must do. We think we have time to do all and 
anything, because we are forever saying, “In time I will,” “It's 
going to happen in time,” “Everything is going to be all right 
in time.”  
 
But in time, will it really be all right? Is this the same time I 
had to send my grandfather his letter? Will we have this same 
time to get right with God? Truth be told, all the time we 
have is the “here and now.” We cannot put off our salvation 
for tomorrow, because tomorrow is not promised and it just 
may be too late. Don't let tomorrow not come and you are 
still holding your letter to Jesus.  

 

“Forgiveness” 
By Trina Peake 

Huron Valley Correctional Facility, Ypsilanti, MI 
 

I hope some will find 
comfort in the struggles 
of unforgiveness we face 

within our families and/or ourselves. 
I love them all yet hate them, 
the wrong that’s been done... 

“forgiveness” why come? 
They know not what they do, 
in a big picture sense...it’s true. 

When you know better, you do better 
so you would think, 

yet choice overrides by evil habits internalized. 
When will they learn, how will they know... 

It’s up to me to forgive and show 
let the forgiveness I’ve been given flow 

to those who know and don’t know. 
It’s oh so hard...but... 

 
Love conquers the hardest of hearts 

Longsuffering for me He did, 
poured out His life for mine 

no temporary thing 
but love eternal divine. 

So when I think of them 
my Jesus is thinking of me 

I love you all and forgive ME family. 
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“The Christ Life” 
By Jose Alonzo 

Carson City Correctional Facility, Carson City, MI 
 

Praise the Lord everybody, my fellow Soldiers in Christ! 
You know, faith and obedience to God's Word is what 
this Christ Life is all about. Blessings come with 
obedience. In what ways? Don't know, that's for God to 
determine. But you can always count that it will be good! 
I don't have a sermon to preach or an exegetical to lay 
out, just a word of sorts directly from Scripture, one of 
my favorite Life Scripts: 
 
Joshua 1:7-8 “ Be strong and very courageous. Be careful 
to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not 
turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be 
successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the 
Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written 
in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.” 
 
So you see, our faith and obedience to God's Word will 
be blessed. And it's not always material or financial in 
how these blessings may come. God knows what we 
need and where we need it most, and that's where the 
blessing may be. Could be a little more spiritual maturity, 
a change in attitude, more boldness and courage to 
contend for the faith and share the Gospel, a bondage of 
sin finally broken away from our life, who knows? The 
point is, God loves us and we can rest assured that as 
children of the Most High and Living God, we can attain 
what He has promised, if we obey and keep all His 
commandments. Not some of them, but all. God bless 
you all. 

 

“The Hole Was Made For Repentance” 
By George Walker 

Muskegon Correctional Facility, New Haven, MI 
 
My first night in the hole was spent in a daze. The fact that I was in a 
daze just shows how far away from God I truly was. I was looking 
the part but my heart was living in sin. I am sorry to all of you. To 
my brothers in Christ, I was not in one accord with you all and for 
this I am so sorry.  
 
My next day in the hole, I woke up praying and then got up out of 
bed and got on my knees and prayed some more. I apologized to 
God and asked for forgiveness and I asked Him to reveal to me 
what He wants out of this situation. So I kept praying and reading 
His Word and on the third day an officer came to my door and said, 
“Well, I had to come because I didn’t believe it.” He said, “How are 
you doing?” I said, “I am maintaining by the grace of God.” He said, 
“A long time ago, it was said that the hole was made for repentance. 
A place to get back in alignment with God – to recalibrate yourself.” 
I said, “Wow, thank you and I receive that.” 
 
I immediately thanked God for answering my prayer and I started 
reading every scripture and story that I could find that had the word 
repent or repentance in it. Acts 26:20 and Matthew 3:8 stuck out to 
me. First I looked up the word repentance and it said a feeling of 
regret, a changing of the mind or a turning from sin to God. I 
looked at myself and said I regret living a lie and deceiving 
everybody but God. I put my selfish desires before God. I have hurt 
and disappointed so many people that a changing of mind is what I 
need. I know that they only way I can have this is to turn from my 
sins – lying, deceiving and selfless.  
 
How do I do this? Matthew 3:8 says “Bring forth therefore fruits 
meant for repentance” and at the end of Acts 20:26 Paul says “and 
do works meant for repentance.” 
 

 

 

V4C accepts and publishes works (such as testimonies, lessons, words of encouragement, and 
poems) from individuals currently behind the narrow windows of prison. Works may be 
submitted by mail or through Jpay. A completed Consent to Publish must be submitted before 
any works can be published. 
 
For more information or to become a part of V4C, please mail (or email) all submissions, 
consents, and/or requests to be added to our Jpay account to:   
 
Voices for Christ PO Box 381054 Clinton Township, Michigan 48038 
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Praise Report 
We are overjoyed to share that Kenneth Altenbach, one of the authors from our Voices for Christ ministry (and formerly 
a friend inside) was baptized on Sunday, October 15th! We shared this previously on the Message of Hope Facebook page 
but wanted to share it through here as well for those who may not have seen it. Please join us in praising God for the 
commitment Ken has made in accepting Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior and publicly declaring it in baptism. Ken has 
been walking faithfully with God for quite some time now and we are grateful for his friendship and ask that you 
remember him in your prayers. 

We are pleased to have had several Christian men and women join with us in 2017 to serve as instructors for our 
Correspondence Course ministry. As of year end, we had fifteen (15) instructors grading lessons, getting them sent out, 
and just being a blessing to our friends inside who desire to learn more about God and His Word. A huge Thank You to 
all of you who are serving so diligently in this regard. Message of Hope Jail and Prison Ministry couldn’t exist without 
you! 
 
As for the students involved with the Correspondence Course ministry, over the duration of 2017 we are excited to share 
that Message of Hope awarded 15 certificates of completion. Students must complete 13 lessons within each course in 
order to earn a certificate. Since this is all done through the mail, it is quite a commitment on the part of our friends 
inside to obtain a certificate. Great job to each of you and God bless you for your effort! 
 
In addition, we currently have 31 (active) students growing closer to Jesus Christ through the use of these lessons! We 
praise God for the hearts of those who are pursuing a closer walk with Him and who are willing to spend time with Him 
through further study of His Word.  



 

 

 
 
 

…continued from page 1 
of the community. Others may find themselves neglecting the community altogether either by skipping worship services 
and other opportunities to fellowship together or by avoiding forging any close relationships with their church family.   
It’s no wonder some within our society have disregarded the church and labeled us as a judgmental and hypocritical 
people. They look at our congregations and find infighting, backbiting and enmity. They fail to see the love that should be 
evident within the family of God, the peace that should be a part of the new humanity the church is intended to be.  
 
We need to improve in this area, and this time of year – when we are focused on “new things” – is a great time to do so.
Jesus’ purpose was to create in Himself one new humanity. We each have the opportunity to start within our own 
congregation and then go forth from there. When we learn how to unite together in peace and love within the church, we 
will strengthen ourselves and one another as well as draw others to the family of God. We will become a new humanity –
as God called us to be.  
 
In addition to making changes within our congregations, we also have the opportunity to be reconciled to others within 
the body of Christ. That is part of what Message of Hope Jail and Prison Ministry attempts to do. It is our desire to be 
united with the church inside the walls as well as unite them with the church outside the walls. We desire to do as our 
quarterly scripture verse states and become one humanity, putting to death all hostility.  
 
We pray that you will join us in bringing this to fruition in the new year! Whether you are currently serving God inside or 
outside the walls, you have the opportunity to carry out His intended purpose for the church!! 
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Looking back over 2017, it is amazing to see the awesome 
things God did with and through the Next Step Christian 
Recovery program. Throughout the three facilities in which 
Next Step is offered we had 2328 individuals in attendance. 
We also handed out 167 certificates of completion during 
2017!  
  
We continue to pray and seek opportunities for additional 
Next Step programs in the hopes of helping even more 
grow in their relationship with God and break the cycle of 
addiction in their lives.  
 
If you are in recovery or have an understanding of 
addiction and/or the 12 Steps, please consider getting 
involved in this program and carrying a message of hope to 
our friends inside. We would love to start programs at 
other facilities in 2018 or offer additional classes at the 
facilities we are currently at. Contact us for more 
information! (Contact info is on page 8) 
 

If you desire to answer God’s calling in your life to 
carry a message of hope to our friends inside in 
2018, below are just some of the ways in which you 
can partner with us and #ServeWithMOH: 

 
 Regular Volunteer – volunteering in a 

classroom setting with our Next Step 
Christian Recovery program 

 Outreach Volunteer – visiting inside in a 
one-on-one setting 

 Correspondence Course Instructor – 
providing lessons through the mail to our 
friends inside 

 Card Ministry – sending out birthday, 
Christmas and cards of encouragement  

 Prayer Team – praying for our friends inside 
for specific requests they submit 

 Encouragement – writing words of 
encouragement for use with our Social 
Media pages 

 

  



 

 

Website: 
messageofhope.org 

 
Phone: 

(586) 270-6226 
 

Email: 
info@messageofhope.org 

 
 

Message of Hope Instagram Page:  
instagram.com/mohjailandprisonministry 

 
Message of Hope Facebook Page: 

facebook.com/messageofhopejailandprisonministry 
 

Voices for Christ Facebook Page: 
facebook.com/voices4christ.org 

 
Voices for Christ website: 

voices4christ.org 
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